
restrial ‘dert,’ information 
about the March 26th work-
shop, soil monoliths, Eveline 
Wolterson’s biography and 
more. 

 

 ~ Dave Poon 

 

 

Well, it’s a new year and a 
new newsletter. We’re also 
getting a fresh website and 
executive by March 26 at our 
annual spring workshop/
AGM at UBC.  

Rachel Strivelli, the editor of 
the previous couple years of 
this newsletter, is bidding us 
farewell and in her place, 
Danielle and I are carrying 
the torch to bring you this 
here newsletter. Rachel’s 
legacy also includes a new 
website that your exec is 
now busy testing so you can 
get the most out of it when 
we launch. Generally speak-
ing, the new website will 
better enable all members to 
communicate with each 
other, but when it comes 
down to it we’ll need your 
help to make it work.  

A new member asked me in 
November what PRSSS offers 
in terms of professional de-
velopment opportunities: 
certainly, the exec has a 
large role in events such as 
the fall field trip and spring 
workshop every year, but for 
the most part we look out-
side of the executive to find 
our content and presenters. 
Some people have told me 
that their favourite part of a 
field trip or workshop is net-

working. The new website is 
a next step in facilitating this 
networking: you’ll be able to 
post news and updates for 
all members to see, without 
waiting for a newsletter or 
email from us, but we still 
need you to make it happen. 

In the spirit of ‘ask not what 
your society can do for you, 
but what you can do for your 
society,’ here are three re-
quests I’d like you to turn 
into 2011 resolutions: 

1. Don’t worry—we’ll keep 
doing newsletters. Got 
something to add? Send 
your idea to us: 

prsssemail@gmail.com   

2. Have a soil-related project 
to show off during the Sep-
tember field trip? Let the 
exec know. Better yet—join 
the exec. 

prsssemail@gmail.com  

3. Join the PRSSS group on 
LinkedIn.com before it’s 
launched with the new web-
s i t e .  G o  t o 
www.linkedin.com, create a 
profile, and search for  the 
“Pacific Regional Society of 
Soil Science” group. 

We’re going to leave it up to 
you. Read on for stuff we’ve 
put together about extrater-
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„“An expert is a 

man who has 

made all the 

mistakes, which 

can be made, in 

a very narrow 

field.”  

– Niels Bohr 



1. Spring Workshop and AGM—Save the Date! March 26th 2011.  

Time: 8:30am—3:30pm   Location: UBC Vancouver - MacMillan building 

Theme: Soils and Climate Change.  

Poster Submissions: See our website (www.prsss.ca) for information 

Speakers: 4 speakers including our Keynote Speaker Dr. Bill McGill 

2. New PRSSS Website—The PRSSS website is being re-vamped and the new site will be 

launched at the Spring Workshop. You’ll love the new look! 

3. New Logo—Thanks to everyone who participated in the surveys and 

request for feedback on our logo over the past 6 months. I’m happy to 

announce that the new logo has been confirmed!  

4. T-Shirts Available—Get yours today! Contact us by email. 

5. Recruit New Members—Spread the word! You may have colleagues or 

peers who either used to be members or are unaware of the society and 

may be interested in joining.  

6. BC Ministry of Agriculture webpage — There’s a one-stop shop for new and historical 

nutrient management information specific to British Columbia:                                              

www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/NutrientMgmt.  

Recent posts include new fact sheets and background information about soil (nutrient) tests 

and their interpretations. Check it out today and sign yourself up to be notified of updates 

(see contact information on the webpage).   

Announcements & Updates  

Upcoming Soil Conferences  

International Symposium 
Organic Matter Manage-
ment & Compost Use in 
Horticulture 

April 4-7, 2011 

Adelaide, Australia 

www.compost-for-
horticulture.com  

CLRN Meeting—”Soils the 
Critical Zone for Land and 
Water Management.” 

June 7-8, 2011 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

For more info, contact Ben 
Stewart at 
Ben.Stewart@agr.gc.ca  

Annual International Con-
ference on Soils, Sedi-
ments, Water and Energy 

March 14-17, 2011 

San Diego, California, USA 

www.aehsfoundation.org  

 

 

SPRING 

WORKSHOP  

AND AGM 

 

THEME: SOILS 

AND CLIMATE 

CHANGE 
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Dr. McGill studies biogeochemical cycles of C and N with an emphasis on terrestrial eco-

systems; C and N sequestration in soils and ecosystems; bioavailability of organic con-

stituents to microbes; decomposition of organic constituents; exchange of C and N be-

tween terrestrial ecosystems and the atmosphere. Tools and practical application include 

simulation modeling of C and N dynamics, resource recovery from by-products, land 

remediation, soil management and conservation, and greenhouse gas mitigation. 

http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/resmgmt/NutrientMgmt


What is a PRSSS Fall Field 
Trip? It’s soil pits. It’s Andy 
Jakoy in a soil pit. It’s geo-
morphology. It’s amazing 
scientists and local knowl-
edge. It’s physically appreci-
ating everything an area of 
British Columbia has to offer 
through soil and exposing 
each other to various fields/
applications of soil science. 
It’s fun. It’s camaraderie and 
new experiences. It’s a 
shared love for soil! 

We had a great group on 
the field trip to Salt Spring 
Island this year and had the 
big yellow school bus as our 
trusty companion. Now it 
couldn’t take us up Mount 
Maxwell (595 m), but we 
basked in the late summer 
rays while learning about 
the geomorphology of Salt  
Spring from experienced 
folk like Keith Valentine and 
gazed up at the towering 
rock of the island.  

From learning about Ted 
Baker’s expertise in iris bulb 
cultivation to Brandon’s 
undeniably important role 
on the island with agricul-
ture, it soon became clear 
that the residents and farm-
ers on the island are pas-
sionate about not only what 
they do, but where they 
live. We saw real life exam-
ples of the effects that peo-
ple can have on their envi-
ronment –in a positive way. 
For example, Brandon and 
his team have made areas 
of land in a valley capable of 
supporting an amazing 
range of produce, grains, 

and ornamental plants, 
when a few years ago the 
pH of the soil never would 
have allowed it. Salt Spring 
is also full of microclimates 
and it’s a challenge for 
farmers to determine the 
best crops and practices 
appropriate for each region.  

Scrumptious burgers and 
fresh seafood highlighted 
the evening. Or maybe the 
highlight was the psychotic 
downpour as we were leav-
ing the restaurant! This was 

perfect timing for our walk 
back into Duck Creek Farm 
for those of us who were 
camping. Our camping hosts 
were amazing – they invited 
us all into their home and 
out of the rain, started a fire 
and we went on with play-
ing Dru’s icebreaker game: 
hold a piece of paper on 
your forehead with a secret 
written soil-related term 
and try to figure out what it 
says by asking questions of 
your peers. Okay so maybe I 
helped the strugglers out a 
bit with clues. Do you think 

that “permanently frozen” 
was too obvious of a clue 
for “permafrost?” [It’s only 
slightly less obvious than 
saying, “permafrost” slowly.
— A. Ed.] 

Sunday took us to a prop-
erty on Cusheon Lake – one 
of 3 drinking water reser-
voirs on the island – where 
its residents welcomed our 
group and took us for a 
tour. Exposure to a farm 
that had been a key horse 
riding facility on the island 

was an experience in itself, 
and its location on the lake 
provided excellent grounds 
to discuss water manage-
ment of the lake and cur-
rent issues around water 
quality and supply on the 
island. Concluding with a 
talk by George Ehring and 
Peter Lamb in the old cov-
ered horse arena just as it 
began to drizzle was quite 
fitting and reminded us 
that, yes, we are on the 
West Coast.  

Cont’d on page 11... 

Fall Field Trip—Taking a Walk on the Island Side 

“You can‟t own 

land; you can 

only preserve it 

for future 

generations.” 

~Gordon Ruckle, 

founder of Ruckle 

Park Heritage Farm 

in 1874 
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Andy Jakoy digging one of many 

soil pits during the field trip. 

Dru Yates’ “Know Your Soil 

Game” 



Once an area of land is 
changed by humans or na-
ture, the undisturbed soil 
profile of that ecosystem is 
gone forever. However, 
thanks to a team of stu-
dents and researchers from 
UBC, led by Dr. Maja Krzic, 
soil monoliths collected 
from locations around BC, 
Alberta, and Yukon are now 
available at a web-based, 
interactive teaching tool at 
h t t p : / /
soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/
monoliths/. The tool allows 
you to familiarize yourself 
with the variety of soils and 
provides a historical record 
of morphological features of 
soils prior to the impacts of 
human activity. 

 

Soil monoliths are display 
models (about one meter 
tall) that provide a visual 
presentation of the hori-
zons, colour, and structure 
in the soil profile.  This thin 
sequence of soil layers is 
created by removing a verti-
cal slice of a profile, mount-
ing it on a wooden frame, 
and stabilizing it with glue 
compounds.  Soil monoliths 
are a valuable teaching re-
source for soil identification 
and classification - a neces-
sary skill for many soil sci-
ence, forestry, agriculture, 
and environmental science 
students. Monoliths also 
provide historical records of 

numerous sites no longer in 
existence.     

 

About five decades ago, 
members of the Soil Science 
Department at UBC carried 
out an extensive undertak-
ing to create one of the best 
collections of soil monoliths 
in Canada. Mr. Laurie Far-
stad, BC’s first pedologist 
and Head of the Federal Soil 
Survey Unit and Dr. David 
Laird, UBC’s first Soil Science 
Professor, initiated the col-
lection with the aim of mak-
ing soil information avail-
able to university students 
and profes-
sionals. Soil 
m o n o l i t h s 
were collected 
from many 
regions in BC, 
along with a 
few “true” 
prairie Cher-
nozems (i.e., 
grassland soils) 
from Alberta 
and Cryosols 
(i.e., frozen 
soils) from the 
Yukon. It took 
approximately 
half a century 
to complete 
our existing 
collection of 191 monoliths, 
which is the second largest 
collection of its kind in Can-
ada. The largest collection 
of about 300 monoliths re-

sides at the University of 
Alberta. Many of the mono-
liths in UBC’s collection rep-
resent soil sites that have 
been lost due to urban de-
velopment, making the col-
lection impossible to re-
place. 

The collection is stored in 
UBC’s MacMillan building. 
The new web-based teach-
ing tool makes the monolith 
collection accessible to any-
one with internet access. It  
features high-resolution 
digital photographs, de-
tailed descriptions of each 
monolith, information on 
how to approach soil identi-

fication, basic information 
on the Canadian soil classifi-
cation system, and an inter-
active soil map of BC.  

Cont’d on page 6... 

Inside Story Headline 

“...each soil 

featured in UBC’s 

web-based 

collection can be 

placed within the 

geographical 

context of location, 

climate, and biotic 

type” 
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http://soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/monoliths/
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In this way, each soil fea-
tured in the UBC’s collection 
can be placed within the 
geographical context of lo-
cation, climate, and biotic 
type, which allows students 
to integrate and build upon 
various concepts and skills 
they have learned in 1st year 
science and introductory 
soil science courses.  

Although the tool's main 
objective is enhancing stu-
dent learning, its open ac-
cess may help increase 
awareness about soil with 
the general public.   

Along with Dr. Krzic, Dr. Les 
Lavkulich, Martin Hilmer 
(M.Sc. Soil Science), Cory 
Wallace (B.Sc. student in 
Forestry), Katina Tam (B.Sc. 
student in Global Resource 
Systems), Kumary Ponnam-
balam (B.Sc. student in For-
est Resource Management), 
S a e e d  D y a n a t k a r 
(videographer and web de-
signer), and ourselves, 
Emma Holmes (M.Sc. Candi-
date) and Rachel Strivelli 
(M.Sc., Soil Science), 
worked on cataloguing, 
restoring, and transfer-
ring this extensive col-
lection onto a web-site. 
The funding for this pro-
ject was provided by the 
UBC’s Teaching and 
Learning Enhancement 
Fund.  

 This web-based mono-
lith tool is the newest 
addition to award win-
ning Virtual Soil Science 
Learning Resources 
( h t t p : / /

soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/
promo/) that includes sev-
eral other open access edu-
cational resources such as: 
S o i l W e b  ( h t t p : / /
w w w . l a n d f o o d . u b c . c a /
soil200/),  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Soil Processes 
(http://www.sfu.ca/~ada27/
Phase2/home.htm),  

Virtual Soil Parent Materials 
and Landscapes (http://
soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/
landscape/),  

Soil Monolith Collection at UBC... cont’d from page 5 

“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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and Virtual Soil Lab Modules 
(http://
soilweb.landfood.ubc.ca/
labmodules ).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

~ Emma Holmes and 
Rachel Strivelli 
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A national team of research-
ers, graduate students, edu-
cators, information tech-
nologists, and instructional 
designers just completed 
year one in an innovative 
project to bring soil science 
to high school students. The 
PI of the project is PRSSS' 
own, Maja Krzic, who is as-
sisted by the following pro-
gram partners Gordon Price, 
Nathan Basiliko, Elyn Hum-
phreys and Angela Bedard-
Haughn, Rachel Strivelli, 
Carolyn Winsborough, Jason 
Shabaga, Daniel Gillis, 
Maxime Pare, Lesley Dam-
pier, Jonathan Vandewint, 
Chris Crowley, and Saeed 
Dyanatkar. 

 Here is a summary of the 
program: 

“Referred far too often as 
simply “dirt”, soil is an un-
der-appreciated and valu-
able natural resource that 
provides a vast array of es-
sential ecosystem and agri-
cultural functions. Increas-
ing atmospheric deposition 

of pollutants and ever-
intensify ing land-use 
through mining, deforesta-
tion, wetland drainage, and 
intensive agriculture have 
degraded soils globally and 
continue to threaten this 
essential natural resource. 
Yet enrolment in soil sci-
ence courses in undergradu-
ate programs across the 
country has been declining 
in recent years. One of the 
reasons for this trend is due 
to lack of exposure of ele-
mentary and high school 
students to the study of soil 
science. To address this, we 
are aiming to introduce soil 
science concepts and poten-
tial career paths into high 
school science curricula 
across Canada. Our NSERC- 
funded initiative will include 
promoting learning about 
the importance of soil as a 
natural resource through 
the development of engag-
ing, interactive online re-
sources for both high school 
teachers (in the form of 
lesson plans) and students, 

and through development 
of an open-access web site. 
Our national collaboration 
includes faculty and gradu-
ate students from six Cana-
dian universities with select 
high schools in the Greater 
Toronto Area and Vancou-
ver slated to be initial “test 
markets” for implementing 
and improving the educa-
tional resources. The web 
site will showcase a variety 
of Canadian research pro-
jects that address a wide 
range of land-use impacts 
on soil and illustrate career 
paths of soil scientists. 

The estimated number of 
students to be reached is 
about 5000 per year. This 
project will be carried out in 
three annual phases with a 
projected deadline for the 
final product by December 
2012. Upon its completion, 
the web site will be adminis-
tered and maintained by the 
CSSS.” 

~ Rachel Strivelli 

The story begins in 1976 
when NASA sent two Viking 
landers to collect soil sam-
ples from Mars, hoping to 
describe the life that they 
thought must exist. Much to 
their confusion, these sam-
ples showed no evidence of 
carbon-based molecules – 
the building blocks of life. 
Since then, scientists have 
been perplexed at the lack 

The continuing saga of 
whether or not there is life 
on Mars continues with re-
cent evidence indicating 
that yes, the possibility of 
life on Mars still remains. 

 [Okay, so Mars isn’t exactly 
part of the Pacific Region 
but Mars is occasionally in 
our skies, right? -Ed.] 

of carbon on Mars, as even 
meteors arriving on Earth 
can contain carbon com-
pounds. 

In 2008, the Phoenix Mars 
Lander successfully col-
lected soil samples from 
areas of the planet.  

 

Cont’d on page 9... 

Enhancing Soil Science Education in High Schools 

Life on Mars? 

“We are aiming to 

introduce soil 

science concepts 

and potential 

career paths into 

high school science 

curricula across 

Canada.”  
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From a young girl growing 
up in a then-rural area in 
West Vancouver, to the 
president of her own con-
sulting company, the road 
to career fulfillment hasn’t 
always been clear for Ev-
eline. 
 
The Turning Points 
As with many professionals, 
Eveline Wolterson didn’t 
begin her career with vi-
sions of becoming the ac-
complished consultant she 
is today or even aspirations 
to engage herself in the 
world of soils.  She started 
as a chemist for an oil refin-
ery but after feeling her 
growth was con-
fined, she left the 
glassware behind 
and discovered a 
part of herself 
among other peo-
ples of the world.  
Her travels in-
cluded time in 
developing na-
tions, where peo-
ple faced and 
adapted to chal-
lenges with grow-
ing food, provid-
ing shelter, health 
care and social 
security – chal-
lenges with their 
natural and built environ-
ments.  Eveline realized her 
career interests were in 
natural resource manage-
ment including agriculture, 
forestry and the environ-
ment. 
Eveline’s newfound interest 
led to another turning point 

in her life.  Upon her return 
to Canada, she was a labo-
ratory technician in the Soil 
Science department at UBC, 
first with Tim Ballard and 
then with Les Lavkulich.  
There, soil science students 
around her were graduating 
and moving onto “the most 
interesting jobs in the most 
interesting places,” and she 
decided she wanted a piece 
of the action.  Eveline then 
finished her MSc (Soil Sci-
ence) in the Faculty of Agri-
cultural Sciences in 1990. 
Although she may not have 
been fully aware of it, soils 
and the environment were a 
natural fit for Eveline. She 

grew up near Horseshoe 
Bay, near the ocean where 
her dad was an apiarist and 
the family ran a hobby farm.  
Summers were about play-
ing in the great outdoors, 
and Eveline helped with 
haying and taking care of 
the calves on her friend’s 

dairy farm.  In a way, Ev-
eline’s degree in soil science 
marked an official return to 
her roots. 
 
Life as a Consultant 
Today, Eveline Wolterson is 
an environmental consult-
ant, specializing in soil and 
terrain survey, agricultural 
assessments, waste man-
agement and environmental 
impact assessments.  Her 
company, EvEco Consultants 
Ltd., has made its mark 
across Canada in BC, the 
Yukon, Alberta and Ontario.  
Eveline has also ventured 
into India and China for pre-
vious contracts.  It has been 

a liberating career, offering 
variety and interest in terms 
of the people Eveline gets to 
meet – and she still gets to 
dig soil pits for insight into 
their origins. 
 
 

Cont’d on page 9... 

Biography – Eveline Wolterson, M.Sc., P.Ag.  President, EvEco Consultants 

“Eveline offers 

advice for those of 

us who are new or 

breaking in to the 

profession: ‘Field 

work, field work, 

field work… and 

network.’”  
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Researcher’s were laden 
with the disappointment of 
the last results so it was 
much to everyone’s surprise 
when the samples tested 
positive for perchlorate – a 
chemical that contains chlo-
rine – in samples taken in 
the planet's “arctic” region. 
This led scientists, including 
McKay of NASA, to believe 
that the Viking samples had 
likely contained more infor-
mation than earlier thought. 

McKay and his colleagues 
decided to go to the Ata-
cama Desert in Chile, which 
is believed to have condi-
tions similar to those in 
Mars, and where simulation 
tests had been ongoing for a 
decade. Soil samples from 
the desert were taken, 
mixed with perchlorate and 
exposed to heat. In addition 
to the perchlorate destroy-
ing the organics (an ex-
pected outcome), it also 
formed methyl chloride – an 
organic gas that contains 
chlorine and organics. It 

turns out that this gas was 
also produced when Viking 
cooked Martian soil samples 
in its oven back in 1976, but 
which was attributed to 
contamination at the time. 
(However, the gas was not 
produced in tests en route 
to Mars which implies that 
the attribution of this result 
to contamination was ill-
fetched). 

“All of a sudden we had a 
clue to help us look back 
and solve the cold case of 
the missing organics on 
Mars,” McKay said, suggest-
ing that organics must have 
also been in place at the 
Viking landing sites.While 
this isn’t exactly evidence in 
the case for life on Mars, it 
will surely be an aid in di-
recting future research on 
the red planet. Previous 
studies have focused on 
trying to locate biological 
molecules such as DNA on 
the planet. 

The next Mars probe is 
scheduled for 2011 and the 

recent find-
ings will 
surely im-
prove the 
techniques, 
raise the 
expectations 
and lift the 
spirits of 
those com-
mitted to finding life on 
Mars. McKay will be one of 
the co-investigators of the 
2011 probe. "We're going to 
stop taking pictures of rocks 
and start looking for organ-
ics."  

Whether “dert” from Mars 
meets the soil scientist’s 
definition of soil is beside 
the point. The point is 
Danielle loves all things 
extraterrestrial and she’ll 
bend the definitions if nec-
essary to share that love 
with the rest of us.—A.Ed. 

Artic le Link: http://
w w w . f o x n e w s . c o m /
scitech/2011/01/07/lifes-
building-blocks-mars/ 

the field.  She endorses 
coursework and laments the 
changes to agricultural sci-
ences education in British 
Columbia, including the loss 
of soil genesis and soil phys-
ics courses.  [Eveline partici-
pated in and supported the 
s o i l  d e s c r i p t i o n /
identification short courses 
that Shannon Berch and 
others led in the summers of 

Eveline recognizes the chal-
lenges that new soils gradu-
ates face and offers advice 
for those of us who are new 
or breaking in to the profes-
sion.  “Field work, field 
work, field work… and net-
work,” Eveline emphasizes.  
Her advice includes finding a 
soil scientist as a mentor 
and seeking opportunities 
to look at soils with them in 

2009 and 2010. See the Au-
gust 2010 newsletter for 
more information. – A.Ed.]  
Despite the challenges, Ev-
eline reminds us that 
“anything is possible” and 
that her consulting career 
began “pretty lean and 
mean” but has continually 
grown and become more 
fun.  

~David Poon 

Life on Mars...cont’d from page 7 

Biography...cont’d from page 8 
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forests following management and natural disturbance 
 
Seth Adams (Nov 2009) 
Dr. Sue Grayston supervisor 
Thesis Title: Enzyme Activities and Nitrogen Transformations Following Fertilization of a 
Douglas-fir Forest in Coastal British Columbia 
 
Joyce Shen (Mar 2010) 
Dr. Sue Grayston supervisor 
Thesis title: Microbial Communities and Enzyme Activities Related to C and N Cycling in Fer-
tilized and Unfertilized Forests 
 
Amer Khan (Apr 2010) 
Drs. Cindy Prescott and Sue Grayston (so-supervisors) 
Thesis title: Nitrous Oxide Emissions, Nutrient Dynamics and Nitrifier Communities Follow-
ing Fertilization of Western Hemlock, Lodgepole Pine and Douglas-fir Forests 
 
Natalie Maurer (May 2010) 
Dr. Hans Schreier supervisor 
Thesis title: Modeling urban development trends and outdoor residential water demand in 
the Okanagan Basin, British Columbia 
 
Julie Wilson (Dec 2010) 
Dr. Hans Schreier supervisor 
Thesis title: Cumulative effects assessment, Marshall Creek watershed in  
Lower Fraser Valley 
 
Christian Evans (Jan 2011) 
Dr. Maja Krzic supervisor 
Thesis title: A comparison of the 
effects of 20 and 30 years of graz-
ing on grassland soil properties in 
southern British Columbia 
 
 

B.Sc. 
 
Silja Hund (Aug 2009) 
Dr. Sandra Brown supervisor 
Thesis title: Fractionation of P and 
associated metals in stream sediments 

Recent Graduates —Congratulations! . . .cont’d from page 2  
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„“The most exciting 

phrase to hear in 

science, the one 

that heralds new 

discoveries, is not 

“Eureka!” (I found 

it!) but rather 

“hmm...that‟s 

funny…”  

 – Isaac Asimov 



c/o The Faculty of Land and 
Food Systems,University of 
British Columbia, 

266 b - 2357 Main Mall, 
Vancouver, BC, V6T 1Z4, 
Canada 

Fax: 604-822-2184  

 prsssemail@gmail.com 

Pacific Regional 

Society of Soil Science 

I will now be your newslet-
ter editor, with Dave Poon 
as my sidekick. We’ve 
switched the newsletter 
format due to software 
availability, so we hope it 
works for you all. Feel free 
to send any questions/
comments/ideas/articles/
art/ jokes etc. to me at  

danielle.dodd@gmail.com.  

I just want to send a big 
thank you to all those who 
contributed to this edition. 
There are a lot of great 
things going on in the world 
of soil science with educa-
tion, outreach and research 
and it’s great to be a part of 
it.  

As with soil over time, the 
PRSSS Executive also 
changes and evolves. As 
Dave mentioned in his ad-
dress, Rachel Strivelli, previ-
ous newsletter editor and 
beloved member of the Ex-
ecutive, has decided to 
move on following her ac-
ceptance of a new position 
and career move to Ontario. 
Rachel has been integral to 
everything the Society has 
done in recent years, espe-
cially the recent website 
upgrade, logo change and 
newsletter coordination and 
distribution. Rachel will be 
missed and we wish her all 
of the best in her future 
endeavors!  

One last thank you is to all 
those who came out for the 
Fall Field Trip and made it 
another huge success. Let’s 
start looking forward to the 
Spring Workshop! Woot 
woot!  Until next time, 

 Danielle Dodd 

 

Note from the Editor 

Fall Field Trip...cont’d from page 4 

Check out our website @ 

www.prsss.ca 

Rachel Strivelli’s Farewell 

BC. It was a great excuse to 
surf the net for new soils 
stories and happenings.        
I am passing on this task to 
the next crop of executive 
members. I have recently 
moved to Ontario with my 
husband, in order to live 
closer to family. I will miss 
the soil science get-
togethers and field trips, but 
hope that we'll begin to 
have a society here as well. I 
know that there is talk of a 

society forming here, and I 
think there's a place for me 
to help with the start-up. 
We will keep you informed 
of what occurs with us, so 
that when you're on this 
side of the country, you'll 
have some peers to connect 
with for conversation and 
inspiration. 

Sincerely,   

 Rachel Strivelli 

Dear PRSSS members, 
 
This will be my final contri-
bution to the PRSSS news-
letter. I've thoroughly en-
joyed working as the PRSSS 
newsletter editor for the 
past few years. It was the 
perfect pairing for my M.Sc. 
work and has allowed me to 
meet and connect with 
many of you, as well as stay 
on top of what is going on 
with soil science outside of 

PRSSS  Executive: 

President: David Poon 

President 2011-2012: Alisha 

Hackinen 

Treasurer: vacant 

-previously Katarina Glavas 

Secretary/Social Coordinator: 

Emma Holmes 

Email Coordinator/Website: 

Dru Yates 

Membership: Brandon Heung 

Bookstore: Andy Jakoy 

Newsletter: Danielle Dodd 
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pooped. Pooped and fully 
satisfied with another suc-
cessful Fall Field Trip and 
another batch of photos 
that spark countless laughs 

By the time we finished our 
final stop at Ruckle Park 
Heritage Farm Sunday after-
noon and were heading 
back on the ferry, we were 

and memories. I wonder 
where we’ll go next Septem-
ber... 

PRSSS 
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